
 
� Principles of DCS Alarm Management 
 

The DCS alarm system can be a vital, productive tool for managing industrial process control plants, 
however a large number of existing ones do not perform well. Alarm systems should alert the operator to 
a possible problem, provide warning early enough to allow remediation, guide the operator as to prob-
lem and cause and corrective action, and confirm (or deny) the effectiveness of the operator's efforts. 
Understanding and utilizing the new technology can position the alarm system as it was intended to be: 
a front-line tool for effective process management. This course provides an understanding of the dan-
gers of poor alarm system design, gives an appreciation of the benefits to be realized by effective alarm 
management, and supplies proven design technology and guidelines. 
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